



Urgent Call to Action
Our state budget, as submitted by the Michigan legislature and signed recently by Governor Granholm, includes $1.87 billion in cuts that impact Education, Safety and professional Opportunities. To avert a government shutdown, the governor has signed the budget.  State senators, both Democrat and Republican, need to be appraised of the negative impacts of the  budget on our community’s interests. Under this budget, our K-12 schools will lose funding of $127 per pupil. An additional loss of $165 is also expected because the school aid fund is expected to run a shortfall of 212 million making the per pupil cut $292. Without restoring the needed funding, enrichment programs like music, foreign languages, extra curricular activities / sports, laboratories and advance placement classes will suffer. Our kids may not have the wherewithal to compete in national contests like Geography/Spelling Bee, Science/Math Olympiads and regional music competitions. The Promise Fund, which provides annual scholarship of $1000 to attend institutions of higher education in Michigan will be eliminated causing considerable economic hardship to hard working families. Health care for our most vulnerable women, children and seniors is in jeopardy
Our cities and municipalities obtain a share of funding from the state budget for police, fire fighters, and infrastructure maintenance such as road (think pot holes & snow removal!).  The budget cuts the revenue sharing by an average of almost 10 percent.  With cuts in safety and infrastructure, our homes, places of worship, shopping & entertainment areas may not be as safe as before.  Roads will not be plowed or salted, endangering vehicular safety on surface streets during winter. In areas of future professional opportunities, innovation which is currently fostered through businesses incubators will be dismantled. With the decline in jobs in the auto industry, innovation is the key to our resurgence; alas our strait jacket budget cuts will impact our economic future. Do we want to be silent spectators watching our children leave the state for better opportunities elsewhere?? 
Here Is What You Need To Do 

1. Please write (see sample letter in the back) or call your state senator and representative, the senate majority leader and some of the senate appropriation committee members (back page) ASAP.  Find your senator and representative at: 

http://www.senate.mi.gov/FindYourSenator/michiganfys.asp
http://www.house.michigan.gov/find_a_rep.asp``

2. Contact your state senator every 2-3 days for the next 2 Weeks until you get satisfactory action. 

3. Share feedback with members of your organization.  
 Contact Information of Key Senators on the Senate Appropriations Committee 
Sen. Mike Bishop (majority leader): 877-924-7467 (toll free) or 517-373-2417

 Sen. Valde Garcia (R) 517-373-2420
Sen. Mark Jansen (R)  517-373-0797

Sen. Alan Cropsey (R) 517-373-3760

Sen. Tony Stamas (R) 517-373-7946

Sen. Ron Jellinek (R) 517-373-6960

Sen. John Pappageorge (R) 517-373-2523        
Sen. Dr. Roger Kahn (R) 517-373-1760
Dear (Honorable  [Insert the name of your state Senator),


Re: 2010 State Budget


I strongly urge you to restore funding for K-12 & higher education (Promise Grant), revenue sharing and healthcare for our most vulnerable citizens to 2009 levels.  I urge you to work in a bipartisan manner to raise additional revenues to make up for the budget shortfall. The current budget is a recipe for stagnation & despair.  I am willing to do my share to make Michigan a great state once again.


United we stand!


Thank you,


Sincerely


(Your name, address, e-mail)









